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Delta Kappa Gamma Chi 
Chapter 
August 2020 Newsletter

President’s Message 
Welcome to Biennium 2020-2022. I am so thankful 

for each of you and the important part you play in the 
success and enthusiasm of Chi Chapter. Each of us has 
experienced disruptions to our daily routines over the past 
several months that we could not have imagined prior to 
mid-March 2020. The latter part of the 2019-2020 school 
year was unlike any other most of us can remember. 
Rapidly changing circumstances and guidance from 
governmental officials created unsteady ground under the 
feet of educators trying to connect with students.  

 Perhaps there is better preparedness for what lies 
ahead this school year but with the start of the 2020-2021 
school year only a few weeks away, many educators have 
not received a definite plan for what school will look like 
on the first day. There are many obstacles to plan around 
and many opinions about those obstacles from the 
multitude of stakeholders involved in the education of 
children. Rarely are decisions 100 percent advantageous 
to all or most of those involved. I have great empathy for 
the decision makers, educators, parents, and children 
most directly impacted by the pandemic’s effect on 
education. 

 Disruptions and obstacles have a way of providing 
pause and avenues for new direction. The following were 
samples of what we heard when I asked members of the 
Chi Executive Board to identify the best thing about being 
in the “Red Zone”: time to read, more time to garden, less 
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busy/more open schedule, cooking at home, and playing board games with 
children. I suspect each of us found something of value in our unusual 
circumstances.   

 Chi Chapter is making changes to adjust to the new realities we face because 
of COVID-19 and other factors. Several of these will be addressed in other articles 
later in the newsletter. A major change will be our plans to meet by Zoom rather 
than in-person for the initial Executive and Chi Business Meetings. This step is due to 
reluctance among some members to gather in groups and the difficulty of finding 
venues that could commit to being available on specific dates. This accounts for the 
lack of locations associated with meeting dates.   

 The calendar of meetings for the biennium has two afterschool meeting times 
in the fall and two Saturday morning meetings in the spring. The afternoon meetings 
are from 4:30pm to 6:00pm and the Saturday morning meetings are from 9:00am to 
11:30 am. The longer meetings in the spring account for the Society celebrations 
scheduled for those meetings. Please take care to note the time when the Zoom 
window opens when you receive the Zoom invitation, so we can begin on time.  

 Two other changes are in response to requests from our International and 
Pennsylvania State Organization presidents. Newsletters and information posted to 
the website must not contain any contact information other than the person’s name. 
The contact information posted on the internet through  these sources has led to 
phishing scams and internet trolling directed toward our officers. This means that 
addresses for websites will be provided and you will need to look up contact 
information in the yearbook or on a password protected portion of the Chi, State, or 
International websites. Brittany is in the process of creating the 2020-2022 biennium 
yearbook. Please see her article about how to update your information so it is 
correct in the yearbook. 

 The second change relates to sending group emails and was identified as a 
concern at the PA State Administrative Meeting. Going forward, emails to more than 
one person should be sent to the sender with all other addressees going under 
BCC. This prevents recipients from obtaining information about others' email 
addresses. Please do your part by adhering to these requests to maintain safety for 
our members and officers. 

President’s Message (cont.) 



2020-2022 Biennnium Volume 12, Volume 11, Issue  1

3

 My theme for this biennium is “Expanding Our Reach”. I conceive that 
expansion as within Chi Chapter (vertical) and into the community (horizontal). My 
goals are multi-faceted and continue with previous goals to increase our membership 
through use of the DKG Membership Plan and to expand our involvement with Early 
Career Educators.  I discussed these goals with the chairs when I asked them to serve 
and how their committees can be involved. Chi Chapter is a hidden gem and we need 
market our existence to prospective members as well as the community.  

 Another goal is for information about what is happening in Chi Chapter to be 
accessible to our members by including more information about the work of Chi 
committees on the Chi website and in the newsletter. The expansion of information 
provided in these locations will allow sisters to be informed when they are unable to 
attend a meeting. I am hopeful it will  lessen the time spent on Committee reports 
during meetings so we can focus on topics in need of discussion and increase the 
time allotted for our programs. You may notice that this will increase the length of the 
overall newsletter and the length of some reports.    

 I will be contacting members about opportunities to participate on Chapter 
Committees this biennium. Do you enjoy planning? Organizing? Using numbers? 
Photography? History? Are you creative or enjoy volunteering to help others? We 
have a place for you to serve and want you as an active member on the Team Chi.  

 I am excited for the programs planned by First Vice President Andrea and the 
Programs Committee, and the new avenues for connection through social media that 
Secretary Bertoli is providing for us. Please contact Brittany if you are interested in 
assisting with social media for Chi. 

 Best wishes to our Sisters who are returning to the whatever the classroom 
looks like this year.  We are standing with you and respect the work you do. 

 ~President Sue Fritz 

President’s Message (cont.) 
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Ways and Means Exploring 
Options

 The 2020-2021 budget was approved at the August Executive Board Meeting. 
Dues had previously been approved as $80 for Active Members. Collegiate dues were 
initially approved at $25, however, this amount was increased to $30 to cover the 
amounts necessary for International and State fees.  
 At the February 2020 meeting, the membership approved to change the 
manner in which the budget was structured. Rather than provide each committee and 
philanthropic endeavor with a set amount of money and challenge the Ways and 
Means Committee to raise the difference between this total and our dues, the amount 
used for philanthropic causes would come from our annual fundraiser and any unused 
monies from the previous year’s budget. This change allows us to advertise our 
fundraising events as solely supporting our charitable giving. The new structure hit a 
roadblock almost immediately when our April fundraiser was canceled due to 
COVID-19. Since there was no fundraiser, the only funds available for philanthropic 
endeavors came from the unused funds in the 2019-2020 budget. To account for this 
unexpected turn of events, a one-time withdrawal from the permanent fund (savings 
account) was approved to make up for the lost funds. A generous $100 donation was 
anonymously contributed to decrease the amount taken from the permanent fund.  
 Each committee has been allocated an amount reflected in the budget 
document. If any committee is in need of additional funds, please contact Paula Long 
and then submit a request to Marcia Trach.

2020-2021 Budget Update By Paula Long

Our trivia event scheduled for this past April had to be postponed 
due to the COVID-19 outbreak. We hope to reschedule it for this 
spring. We are also looking at alternative  ways of virtual 
fundraising if COVID-19 still presents a problem in 2021.

By Anna Fulton
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Book Club Is Coming!

In Person Social Events on 
Hold

Yearbook Time! We need 
your Information…

By Brittany Bertoli

Welcome to the 2020-2022 Biennium!  The start of each new 
biennium is a great time to update all contact and work information 
we have on file.  Even though we might already have your 
information, please click the link below and fill out the google form 
to help us collect current information.  Thank you for your help in 
creating our 2020-2022 Biennium Yearbook! 
https://forms.gle/EtNi7NzYCT2bNEjQ9

By Barbara Andrews 

Chi Chapter Book Club will read three books in the next year. If you are 
interested in being on the committee to choose books and dates for our 
meetings, please contact Barb Andrews. If you have suggestions for 
books to read, please send ideas. Thank you!

By Brittany Bertoli

Book club will continue 
this year in the same 
format as last year.  Thank 
you, Barb Andrews, for all 
your work on the Book 
Club.  Look for more 
information to come.  All 
in-person events have 
been put on hold until 
further notice.  If you have 
any events or experiences 
that you would like to recommend for the future, please email Brittany Bertoli. 

https://forms.gle/EtNi7NzYCT2bNEjQ9
https://forms.gle/EtNi7NzYCT2bNEjQ9
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Chapter Meetings
Wednesday September 16, 2020: 4:30pm to 6:00pm

Thursday November 12, 2020: 4:30pm to 6:00pm

Saturday February 6, 2021: 9:00am to 11:30am

Saturday April 17, 2021:  9:00am to 11:30am

Executive Board Meetings 
4:30pm to 6:00pm  

Tuesday, October 6, 2020

Wednesday, December 16, 2020

Thursday, February 25, 2021

Newsletter Due Dates
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Important Dates and Deadlines from DKG State and International    
 
September 1, 2020 DKGEF Cornetet CIPD Application  
September 15, 2020 Arts & Humanities Gallery Submissions for Fall Gallery  
September 15, 2020 International Speakers Fund Speaker Application 
September 30, 2020 All dues must be entered in the portal to avoid members being 
dropped Oct 1. 
October 1, 2020 Bulletin: Journal Submissions 
October 31, 2020 Website Compliance Renewal due 
April 23-25, 2021 State Creative Arts Retreat, Olmstead Manor, Ludlow, PA  
June 11 - 13, 2021 PA State Convention, Location to be determined  
July 7 - 10, 2021 International Conference, Portland, Oregon 
July 21 - 24, 2021 International Conference, San Antonio, Texas  
July 28 - 31, 2021 International Conference, Tampere, Finland

Important Dates
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 The programs committee is excited to bring you 
“Finding the Silver Lining while Teaching during a Pandemic” 
at our September 16th meeting starting at 4:30pm via Zoom. 
This will be a roundtable discussion with panelists presenting 
elementary, secondary, specialist, and university perspectives 
with time for Q&A at the end. Please RSVP by September 1st 
using the link in the invitation. You can also submit questions 
ahead of time on the form as well. 
 We are eager to develop diverse programs throughout the biennium and 
welcome ideas. If you have a question about an upcoming program or a suggestion to 
share, please email Andrea Rutledge.  
 We look forward to zooming with you in September and hopefully reconnecting 
in person soon! 

 Pennsylvania State Organization President, Mrs. Eileen Little, has the following 
update about the 2021 State Convention: “Penn State University has decided to use the 
Nittany Lion Inn for student housing this year. So, our State Convention 2021 will not be 
in State College. I have created an ad hoc committee of Dr. Lyn Schmid, Royce Boyd and 
myself to locate and negotiate a new contract for our Convention. Currently I am in the 
research phase of gathering prices and checking availability for our June dates. We may 
need to move to another weekend in June. I will keep you updated as we walk this new 
path.” 

The Projects Committee and Chi sisters are hoping to continue to 
connect with our community in new and creative ways.  DVS and North Star Initiative are 
two organizations that we are planning to support in this upcoming biennium.  

At this point, we do not have specific paths to pursue with these local outreaches 
that support women and children.  However, there is dialogue happening with them. 

As we gain more insights as to what is possible, more information will be sent out 
to keep our membership informed. Thank you again, Chi sisters, for your interest and 
support! 

Upcoming Program By Andrea Rutledge

State Convention 2021 Location TBD

Projects By Amy Smith
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Professional Affairs
 This article will help keep you informed about current issues important to 
education, women and children that are being reviewed by the government. 

 DKG and the US FORUM are very aware of the effects that COVID-19 has had 
on women because many women are in Health Care and Social Work fields. Data 
states that 78% of hospital employees are women.  Many women are also 
responsible for increased childcare during this uncertain time and women have also 
been hit hard on the employment front because they have been laid off or have 
shorter hours so less money is available for the family. Food insecurity was also 
another issue for women and their children. 

  Schools have been a focus during this time as they have continued to provide 
food and support to many students throughout the virus shutdown. The Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act is being reviewed for educational 
aid but there is much concern about the length and severity of the virus and the 
economic impact on school budgets. The opening of schools in a safe manner 
continues to be a topic of discussion and the daily changing data continues to make 
decision-making very challenging.  

 Some government issues that are in the spotlight other than COVID-19 are 
mental health and young people and also gun violence. Concerning mental health, 
there is Federal legislation to create a 9-8-8 universal telephone number for the 
purpose of suicide prevention and mental health crisis hotline. These bills are 
currently being reviewed by subcommittees. There are also some bills in Congress 
dealing with increasing mental health services in schools and they are also being 
reviewed by subcommittees. The Gun Violence Prevention Research Act, which 
focuses on research on firearms safety or gun violence prevention, is also in 
subcommittees in both the Senate and the House. The House and Senate are also 
reviewing the Equal Access to Justice for Victims of Gun Violence Act. With the 
current stress from COVID-19 , there are educational concerns about the state of 
mental health of our students and services available for them and also about the use 
of firearms in our communities.    

By Brenda Walker
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One of our goals for this coming biennium is to expand our reach and share with the 
community all the great things we are doing.  One way we will be able to do this is by 
creating social media accounts. 
  

Public Pages: These pages are public pages where we will be able to share with our 
chapter members and members of the community all the great things we are doing!  
Please help us out by sharing these pages for anyone that would be interested in 
following us and learning more about Delta Kappa Gamma as an organization.  
These pages would be great to share with your colleagues! 
  

• DKG Facebook Page – DKGPAChi Facebook Page  

• DKG Instagram Page – DKGPAChi 

 To follow us, just search our username or scan the Nametag below.  Click here 
for directions on how to use the name tag. 

 
•  DKG Twitter Page – DKGPAChi Twitter 

Private Page: This group will be a private group for Chi members only.  Please request 
to join.  This page will be in addition to the newsletter and will provide reminders about 
upcoming events and share all the great things we are doing. 
  

DKG Facebook Group – DKG Chi Chapter of Pennsylvania

Chi Chapter Expands into 
Social Media By Brittany Bertoli

https://www.facebook.com/DKGPAChi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rECtC7aqsDGMa-n36Po5d_Hg0eYRpAh5489Fcy2GaLc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rECtC7aqsDGMa-n36Po5d_Hg0eYRpAh5489Fcy2GaLc
https://twitter.com/DkgpaChi
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1007626106334497
https://www.facebook.com/DKGPAChi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rECtC7aqsDGMa-n36Po5d_Hg0eYRpAh5489Fcy2GaLc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rECtC7aqsDGMa-n36Po5d_Hg0eYRpAh5489Fcy2GaLc
https://twitter.com/DkgpaChi
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1007626106334497
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Membership Grows By Marlene Reynolds

 We are excited to welcome four new sisters to Chi Chapter. Anne Stachura is 
employed by Franklin and Marshall College as Coordinator of Community Based Learning 
and Community Outreach (Spanish). In addition, we also have three new sisters from 
Millersville University: Kathleen Wert, Christina McDaniel, and Julia Hoffman who each 
majored in elementary education with a minor in STEM.  

 One of our traditions in DKG is the induction of new sisters. I am sure all of us have 
memories of our own induction ceremony. However, this year some challenges to our 
traditions have occurred and required us to change the way in which we normally conduct 
business. As the ceremony is such a memorable moment, the induction has been planned 
for the April 2021 chapter meeting at which time we will include both the 2020 and 2021 
new sisters.  

 Looking forward to meeting again as a group and continuing our Chi relationships 
and traditions.  

 Are you currently working in your educational field? Do you have a 
project or activity that you wish to bring to fruition? Then you would want to 
apply for the Chi Chapter Presidential Visionary award! This award is brand 
new and was created by past Chi Chapter Presidents to continue the legacy 
of leadership within Chi Chapter. The recipient will receive $300 at our 
Spring meeting to make their project a reality. Your project must be 
completed by June 30th of the following year. The guidelines, application 
and tally sheet are available from President Sue Fritz or on the Chi Website. 
The committee of past Chi Chapter Presidents are curious and excited to 
review all the applications and learn what possibilities exist for our teachers 
and students! The deadline for applications is February 1, 2021. So, don’t 
delay be the first to win this new award and make one of your visions a 
reality! 

Chi Chapter Presidential 
Visionary Award By Eileen Little
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Chi sisters held a Back to School social on Wednesday August 19 
via Zoom. It was great to see everyone and to enjoy Carol’s flowers 

A message from your 
Parliamentarian

Chi Chapter Zoom Social

By Gisele Siebold

By Eileen Little

The Chi Chapter Rules have been updated and posted on our chapter 
website. Please take a few minutes to read them and familiarize yourself 
with the workings of the chapter. If questions arise, or if you would like to 
receive a hard copy in the mail, please communicate with me using my 
contact information provided in our chapter yearbook. 

Chi Chapter Website 

https://padkg-chi.weebly.com 

https://padkg-chi.weebly.com
https://padkg-chi.weebly.com


 
 
 

First Chi Chapter Meeting, 2020-2022 Biennium 
 

Business Meeting and Program: 
 

Finding the Silver Lining while Teaching during a Pandemic 
 

Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 4:30pm 
  

via Zoom, link sent the day before 
 
 
 

Please RSVP using this link by September 1st. 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 

Have you seen the summer edition of the DKG Pa State 
Organization’s Keystonian newsletter? 

 
Check it out HERE! 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckxPI9xpP4pl5AWkrzFOIAVkjZ9YXL6H8iN_-OiBltb4CksQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://dkgpa.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/9/9/11998510/summer2020_keystonianmod.pdf
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