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Beta Kappa Banter 
 

Dec 2013/Jan 2014 

 I don’t know about you, but it’s hard to 
believe that Thanksgiving has passed and 
Christmas is a few short weeks away. 
 The question, “What do you want for 
Christmas?” has been asked to us ever since 
we sat on Santa’s lap (willingly or unwillingly) 
for the first time.  After Santa, parents, 
relatives, and friends ask it, however, if you 
are like me, the answer is difficult.       
 So this year, when you are looking for 
that perfect gift for those who have not given 
you an answer, here are some things to 
consider from “How to Give Gifts 
Unconditionally.” 
 
1.  Find a gift that means something about the 
other person to you. 
2.  Let it be a surprise. 
3.  Think beyond “stuff.” 
4.  Think carefully about what the other person 
would not buy for him/herself. 
5.  Expect nothing in return. 
 
 In the end, remember the words of 
Annie Webb Blanton and Cora Martin: 
“Deeds of others now we’re reaping.”  Simply 
doing a good deed for someone else can 
provide him or her with the greatest gift this 
holiday season.  Merry Christmas! 

Member News 
 Throughout the 2012-2014 biennium 
a goal has been to have Member 
Biographical Profiles updated.  As of this 
newsletter, only 19 complete and updated 
profiles are in the President’s files with only 
13 of them being recently signed to verify 
the information/make changes and 6 
needing to be updated.  Numerous 
members took their forms at a meeting last 
fall and have not returned them to Kristine.  
A simpler version of the form can be found 
on the International website 
(www.dkg.org) under Forms and then 
Membership Forms (Member Biographical 
Data Sheet – Form 82).  Please submit these 
by the end of June so the goal of having 
all of these forms updated can be met.  
Blank forms are always available at 
meetings.  If you are unsure as to whether 
you have a recently signed Profile on file, 
email Kristine. 
 In addition, at the November 
meeting, information was provided for 
completing a separate Member Profile 
that will be compiled together with all 
member profiles for the chapter and 
submitted to International by the end of 
January.  This form, too, can be accessed 
online (www.dkg.org) in the same area as 
above (Form 80, however).  Please have 
this form completed and sent via email or 
snail mail to Kristine by January 15. 

Kristine Reynolds - President 

President’s Message 
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Remember:  If you have changes to your 
contact information, please call or email 
Terri Westfall, Corresponding Secretary.    

Something to Consider… 
“Christmas! The very word brings joy to our 

hearts. No matter how we may dread the 
rush, the long Christmas lists for gifts and 

cards to be bought and given – when 
Christmas Day comes there is still the same 
warm feeling we had as children, the same 

warmth that enfolds our hearts and our 
homes.”  - Joan Winmill Brown 

December 
18 – Anita Schulze 
27 – Beverly Utz 
31 – Esther Sanders 

January 
4 – Jenine Grove 
7 – Gretchen Mackey 
9 – Jane LeVan 
18 – Pat Lewis 
21 – Jennifer Kane 

February 
18 – Jennifer Sauble 
21 – Deborah Yargar-Reed 
25 – Carol Matsinko 
 

Upcoming Dates 
January 11, 2014: 
 Executive Board Meeting @ 

Chambersburg Perkins @ 9:00 
March 15, 2014: 
 Educational Excellence, 

Mud College 
Littlestown, PA 

April 24, 2014: 
 Beta Kappa’s 50th Birthday! 
April 26, 2014: 
 Founders’ Remembrance 
 Birthday Brunch with Omega 
 Dobbin House, Gettysburg, PA 
 @ 8:30 
May 2014 (Date to be determined) 
 Executive Board/Planning 
June 13-15, 2014 
 Alpha Alpha State Convention 
 Nittany Lion Inn 
 State College, PA 
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Wanted 

• 2nd Vice President (Membership) 
or Membership Chair 

• Members with a talent to share 
at meetings 

• Treasurer (possible available 
office in 2014) – see Anji 
Eisenhart 

• More members in attendance 
at ALL meetings – you don’t 
want to miss out on some 
exciting programs! 



 3 

Beta Kappa Recruitment Grant 

 As a way of encouraging future educators, Beta Kappa awards a $400 recruitment grant to 
a high school graduate or worthy college student.  In addition, a book, usually selected by the 
recipient, is placed in her school district library. 
 Candidates are to be selected based on but not limited to academic proficiency, varied 
interests and achievements, financial need, and/or evidence of responsibility. 
 The grant is awarded in an alphabetical order to students in districts represented in the 
chapter.  This year’s recipient will come from Greencastle-Antrim School District. 
 As a retiree from the Gettysburg-Antrim School District, Fran Ruda has graciously offered to 
work with the school’s guidance counselor to select the recipient.  If you are willing to help Fran 
with this task, please contact her. 
 The grant is typically given to students during an end-of-the-year awards ceremony in the 
recipient’s district.  Therefore, work will need to begin soon in selecting this year’s student.   

State Deadlines to Remember 
January 3, 2014 - Application to 
present a workshop at Int’l 
Convention 
January 15, 2014 – Application to 
present a workshop at State 
Convention 
February 1, 2014 –  

• Chapter Report Forms Due 
• Applications for State 

Scholarships and           
Enrichment Grants 

• Applications for an 
International Scholarship 

February 1, May 1, and September 1 
– Lucile Cornetet Individual Awards 
for participation in professional 
development  
March 1, 2014 - Recommendation 
for 2014 International Achievement 
Award 
March 15, 2014 – Nominations for 
the Rosebud Recognition 
April 25, 2014  – RSVP for Alpha 
Alpha State Choral Retreat 

TTTHHHEEE   LLLEEEGGGEEENNNDDD   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   CCCHHHRRRIIISSSTTTMMMAAASSS   RRROOOSSSEEE   

When Christ was born in Bethlehem 
A bright and shining star 

Appeared to guide the Wise Men 
With their presents from afar 

But one poor little shepherdess 
Watched them pass by and cried 
Because she had no precious gift 

To carry to His side 
When lo! to her astonishment 

For every tear she shed 
There sprang and blossomed on the ground 

A lovely flower instead 
She gathered them with eager hands 

And with the bright Star’s guide 
She carried them at His side 

And as His little hands reached out 
To touch the blossoms fair 
A dainty blush of rosy pink 

Appeared on each one there 
And so upon that blessed morn 

The age-old legend goes 
From childlike faith and humble tears 

Was born the Christmas rose. 
 

…Author Unknown 
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News from State 

 With the chapter not holding a full business meeting again until March, 
there are some important items to pass along from Kay. 

• Leadership Training:  Incoming chapter presidents’ training will be 
combined with leadership training for all members at an event called 
Leadership and Professional Development Conference.  Look to the 
winter Keystonian for details.  

• Choral Retreat:  Plans are being made for an Alpha Alpha Chorus Retreat 
May 2-3, 2014 to be held in Middletown, Pa.  Housing and meals will be 
provided for each participant.  Members of the Beta Theta Chapter 
and/or members of Shirley Newhart's church will be housing participants.  
There will be a welcome dinner Friday night at the church followed by 
the first chorus rehearsal.  Your host family will provide breakfast and 
another rehearsal will take place Saturday morning ending by noon for 
your travels home.  Great times and memories made with your musically 
talented Alpha Alpha Sisters!  This retreat is not a requirement to 
participate in the Alpha Alpha State Convention Chorus.  It is being 
offered to those who are able to attend.  Hopefully we will have a core 
of singers who will be able to attend and assist others in learning the 
music at the Alpha Alpha State Convention rehearsals.   RSVP at 
www.alphaalphapa.com under the Upcoming Events tab. 

• State Project:  One Chair, Two Chairs, Red Chair, Blue Chair is the title of 
our state project, to raise funds for the PA Head Start Association.  Details 
will be in the Keystonian, outlining this 2-year project.  Chapters are asked 
to obtain a small child’s school chair to decorate (Thanks, Liz Fair for 
offering one of your wooden school chairs!).  Chapters will bring their 
chairs to convention for a photo opportunity to indicate empty chairs in 
Head Start classrooms due to budget cutbacks.  Chapters will then take 
their chairs back to their communities to raise funds in whatever manner 
works for them.  Maybe the chairs will be auctioned off to companies in 
the area.  Maybe chapters will set it up at community functions and ask 
for donations.  Maybe you have your own thoughts on this.  Be creative 
and let’s make a difference in a child’s life. 

• Basket raffles will occur again this year at convention.  This raffle helps 
defray costs for convention, therefore, keeping the registration fee down.  
It also helps pay for our speakers and various equipment needs. Beta 
Kappa had a gift card “tree” and/or purse the last two years that was a 
big hit.  Maybe this could be our tradition! 


