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    The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International   

Pennsylvania State Organization 
ETA’s Gamma Rays 

Volume 16, Issue 1            September, 2020

A Message from Your President 
 

Hi Sisters, 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well.  I am doing well as is my 
family.  The older grandkids are preparing to go back to school.  
One is attending her school full time and one is trying charter 
cyber school this year.  We will see how that goes.   
I don’t know about you but all school personnel are constantly in 
my thoughts and prayers.  This is certainly going to be a 
challenging time for them.  I am not in the trenches anymore but 
have been paying attention to opening procedures.  It is confusing 
to say the least.  I am also thinking about working parents trying to 
do the best that they can for their family and their job.  When 
school closings happen and or classrooms are quarantined, what 
are they to do?  I am on call for my family, and am glad I can help 
relieve some of their anxiety concerning their children. 
We had a good meeting a few weeks ago in Mary Goodwillie’s 
back yard.  Thanks Mary! We accomplished filling out our 
calendar for the next year with the hope that we can proceed with 
activities normally.  As you record the dates on your calendar, 
keep in mind that we will follow state recommendations for 
gathering.  We will try to socially distance and wear masks.  If we 
need to cancel, you will be notified. 
I hope to see many of you at the 4 Chapters meeting on 
September 10.  We will have a short business meeting, induct 
officers and hear from our State President, Eileen Little.   
Fondly, 

 

    Janys  
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Mark Your Calendars 
Eta Book Club 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 
Cousler Park 

9:00 AM 
 

DKG 4-Chapter meeting 
Thursday, September 10, 2020 

Sunset Lane Park 
2458 Sunset Lane 

York, PA 17408 
4:30 PM 

 
Presidential Memorabilia Showcase 

Wednesday, November 4, 2020 
Gayle Brass’s Home 

2:00 PM 
 

Eta Christmas Dinner 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

Out Door Country Club 
York, PA 17404 

5:30 PM 
 

Caroling at Normandie Ridge  (PENDING) 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 

4:30 PM 
 

Gift Wrapping at Margaret Moul Home 
(PENDING) 
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Sunset Lane Park 
2442 Sunset Lane 
York, PA 17408 

September 10, 2020  
4:30 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Agenda 
4:30 Welcome and Invocation 
4:40  Chapter Meetings 
5:00  Speaker- Eileen Little, PA State President 

 Induction of Chapter Officers 
 

What to bring: 
 Snack and drink (optional) 
 Chair if you prefer not to sit at a picnic table 
 Mask to wear until you are seated 

 
RSVP by September 6 to etachapter@yahoo.com 

 



3 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Presentation on October , 2019 
Yo 

Message of Hope 

I am a person of hope. I hope that one of the many scientists that are working on a 
vaccine for Covid19 will be successful. I hope that law makers, police departments, and 
other politicians will make changes that will treat all people fairly. And of course, I 
hope that the world will see peace and all people will be able to live in peace. We all 
try to do something to keep hope alive and thriving. 

During this pandemic, as a member of the world community, I am trying to follow 
precautions to help slow the virus. We need to have courage to follow the necessary 
guidelines for staying healthy and keeping those around us healthy. I am not able to 
contribute to the scientific community that is combating this virus; but hope in the 
future will pull us through this. 

As a person of white skin, I cannot begin to truly understand the racial prejudice that 
exists in this country. I believe that as a country we can change our mindset to 
overcome the racial divide that is present. I have hope that we can say and do 
something when we see injustice without fearing the color of a person’s skin. Just as 
we are being asked to behave differently to slow the virus we must also think and feel 
differently to overcome the inequities in our society. I am hearing and reading in the 
news about how cities, towns, and even national politicians are looking at ways to 
change the operations of their police departments.  I have hope that this effort along 
with education, experience, and sensitivity are steps in the right direction. 

In my classroom, I always felt that I worked to promote a peaceful mindset in my 
students. And as they grew up to be world citizens, I hoped that my students would 
live the lessons learned in school. I am trying as a member of the Curriculum of Hope 
Committee to continue to spread the word of hope for peace with workshops, 
curriculum, and events. There will be a time that we can hold more events for large 
groups of children where they can interact and discuss their futures. 

We are going through such unusual times. I believe we need to keep hopeful that the 
good of humanity will prevail. Having hope means that as individuals we have courage 
to always look to the future and always see the best in people. I cannot function 
without hope in my life. It keeps me positive with my family, friends, and my 
community. It helps me see the bright side of our world and hopeful that the future 
will be better. 

Pat O’Connell Buckley 

Curriculum of Hope, Founding Member 

“I will not allow my life’s light to be determined by the darkness around me.” 
Sojourner Truth 

 
Reprinted with permission from DKG CURRICULUM OF HOPE FOR A PEACEFUL 
WORLD/SUMMER 2020 NEWSLETTER  

 

 

 
Eta Book Club News 

Eta Book Club will resume 
meeting on Wednesday, 
September 9th at 9:00 
AM.  The group will meet 
outdoors at Cousler Park.  
This month’s gathering 
will feature a time for the 
members to share titles of 
favorite books that were 
read over the summer. 
Recommendations will 
then be made for future 
Book Club selections.  All 
are welcome! 
 

******************* 

Special 
Announcement 

 
In keeping with 
directions by the DKG 
PA State Organization , 
no member’s personal 
contact information 
shall appear in chapter 
publications.  Please 
refer to the Chapter 
Directory for desired 
contact information. 
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Eta Chapter, The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
Minutes of Chapter Meeting - August 5, 2020 

 
Eta Chapter met on Wednesday, August 5, 2020, in the backyard of Mary Goodwillie’s home.  There 
were 13 members in attendance.  President Janys Kercher called the business meeting to order at 
6:05 P.M.  
 
Recording Secretary- Minutes - The minutes of the March 10, 2020 meeting were read and approved 
on a motion by Nancy Altland, seconded by Carolyn Dietz. 
 
Corresponding Secretary – It was noted that DKG International and Pa State has requested that no 
personal contact information be published in any correspondence in the future.  All contact 
information can be accessed through either the Pa State or DKG International websites. 
  
Treasurer’s Report - The treasurer’s report submitted by Sue March showed a balance of $5849.52.  
Red box contributions toward the Melhorn/Stetler Recruitment Grant were collected.   All paperwork 
has been submitted to transfer treasurer responsibilities to Christine Runk.  
 
Committee Reports 
Membership 
Current membership is 25.  Resignations from Peggy Bange, Nancy Eimerbrink, Mildred Kahley, and 
Valarie Fisher were accepted with regret.  Betzie O’Connor has moved and transferred to another 
chapter. 
 
Scholarship 
Paula Trayer, Scholarship Chairman, reported that the Beulah Frock Scholarship has been awarded to 
Ona Sutton, a senior at Mansfield, for the coming year.  The recipient of the Melhorn/Stetler 
Recruitment Grant is Madeline Stoner. 
 
World Fellowship 
Ruth Althouse announced that she has been in correspondence with our International World 
Fellowship recipient attending Lehigh University in Pennsylvania.  The student has responded to 
Ruth’s contact and appreciated hearing from her. 
 
Business 
A suggestion to have a private Facebook page for Eta or a web site is being considered. Volunteers are 
needed. 
 
A formal installation of Eta’s officers for the 2020-2022 biennium will be held on September 10, 2020 
at the Four Chapter Meeting beginning at 4:30 PM at Sunset Lane Park. Assuming their duties for the 
biennium are:  

 President - Janys Kercher 
 First Vice President - Pamela Wible 
 Second Vice President - Susan Martin 
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 Recording Secretary - Terri Stetler 
 Corresponding Secretary - Mary Goodwillie 
 Treasurer - Christine Runk 
 Parliamentarian - Barbara Heilman 

 
 
Announcements 

 Eta has received a reward for their newsletter edited by Mary Goodwillie. 
 The Chapter was given a certificate of Attendance for the 2019 convention. 
 Susan Martin was recognized for her responsibilities as chair of the Pennsylvania State 

Scholarship and Grant Program. 
 If you’re a Pinterest user connect with DKGSI. 

 
Updates State and International Convention 

 Jan shared highlights of her president’s training which was conducted via Zoom.  
 Album of Distinction award change. You may now self-nominate for this recognition. 
 State Convention will not be held at the Nittany Lion Inn next year. 

 
Planning for 2020-2021  
All plans dependent on the situation with Covid 

 September 9, 2020 - Book Club -9 AM at Cousler Park pavilion  
 September 10 - 4 Chapters Meeting with Pa State President Eileen Little and installation of 

officers -4:30 PM at Sunset Lane Park 
 November 4, 2020 - “Presidential” Night at Gayle Brass’s home, viewing her personal collection 

of presidential memorabilia and sharing personal presidential occurrences in your own life 
 December 2, 2020 - Christmas Dinner - OCC - 5:30 PM 
 December - TBA - Caroling at Normandie Ridge 
 Gift Wrapping at Margaret Moul Home 
 February - Isaac’s Fundraiser/short meeting TBA 
 March - Teacher symposium TBA “How has Covid affected your job?”  (Panel of school 

personnel) 
 April - Four Chapter meeting - TBA 
 May 11, 2020 - Jan Kercher’s home - view DKG International Convention Speaker Jane Golden, 

American artist and director of Mural Arts – Philadelphia   
 Walking  Tour of York’s Murals - TBA 
 June 2, 2020 Planning meeting/Picnic - location TBA 
 June 11-13, 2020 State Convention - location TBA 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 
Terri Stetler 
Recording Secretary 
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 December 2, 2020 - Christmas Dinner - OCC - 5:30 PM 
 December - TBA - Caroling at Normandie Ridge 
 Gift Wrapping at Margaret Moul Home 
 February - Isaac’s Fundraiser/short meeting TBA 
 March - Teacher symposium TBA “How has Covid affected your job?”  (Panel of school 

personnel) 
 April - Four Chapter meeting - TBA 
 May 11, 2020 - Jan Kercher’s home - view DKG International Convention Speaker Jane Golden, 

American artist and director of Mural Arts – Philadelphia   
 Walking  Tour of York’s Murals - TBA 
 June 2, 2020 Planning meeting/Picnic - location TBA 
 June 11-13, 2020 State Convention - location TBA 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 
Terri Stetler 
Recording Secretary 


