
 
 What a full season we have had this year! The programming was 
exciting, the activities fun, the fellowship was tremendous, and the 
convention was very stimulating! For what more could one ask? 
 Special thank you goes out to MaryAnne Battaglia for her creative work 
in scheduling the programs this year! She has been able to secure a 
diversity of speakers which have been informative while interesting. The 
social events were very well attended and again, great fun! Awesome job! 
 The year started with an outrageous program by Dr. Kathy Harrington 
on the topic of having fun, based upon her book, The Power of Fun. She 
had us out of our seats and celebrating ourselves and each other, looking 
positively at the issues that affect us and strengthening our skills to manage 
them. This attitude has been successful for her in not only her teaching 
career, but in her life as she shared her story with us. Thanks to Kathy for 
her uplifting program! 

 In the next month, Dr Ed Mantich updated the members about Trending in PA Education: 
What’s Happening Now”, which included information about the new teacher evaluations. He 
presented all points to the evaluations and after weighing the pros and cons, a clearer insight into the 
tool was revealed. A great discussion followed. Although several members were not as interested in 
evaluation since their retirement, most found the information about the evaluation process very 
stimulating and a positive change to more objective review of teachers by administration.  
 November brought Diane Stoughton, The Tea Lady, from Gryphon’s Teas in Lawrenceville to 
the meeting along with sampling several teas of varying strength, we learned so much about the types, 
growing and harvesting practices, and brewing of tea. We all had samples to take home to enjoy! 

Our holiday outing consisted of a wonderful lunch at the Back Porch Restaurant and then a tour of the 
Nemacolin Castle. What a treat! We enjoyed the food and the history of the castle’s residents along 
with the great company of our sisters!  

Also, during the winter there was an excursion to a make and take pottery event. Although the group 
who attended was small, all the members had a great time! At the spring meeting, the several 
members of the group brought in their creations to show the group 
At the March meeting, Dr. Robert Furman presented In Search of the Yellow Brick Road as he 
described the path for leadership and a fulfilling career in education. His information was well 
presented and helpful as a guide for us all. 
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 In April, our own Becky Johnen wowed us withWhat is Your Feel Age? I think that by the end 
of the session, we all were years younger, at least in our own minds! Becky is so creative and fun that 
it rubs off on us all!  
 Lindy Marwood, a recipient of the DKG Alpha Alpha State enrichment grant, took us along 
her journey with a slide presentation of Cruising down the Rhine”. The pictures were stunning and the 
information she had about the sites was so informative and thoughtful, like why did they make the 
windows in their houses like that?   
 There was awesome participation by all members in developing the Strategic Action Plan for 
the group, facilitated by Becky Johnen. The plan outlines our strategies and actions for the next few 
years, focused on developing programming and increasing membership. A huge “Thank you” goes out 
to Becky for her work! 
 Also, the members were great in hostessing the meetings, reading inspirational thoughts, and 
providing favors for the meetings. Donations to Center for Victims of Violence, Olivet Food Bank, St 
Matthew’s Food Bank, and Layettes of Love were generous and greatly appreciated by the recipients. 
The Chair Project continues and you will hear more about this as the next phase of this begins.  
 And finally, at State Convention, our group was highlighted for completing Strategic Action 
Plan, having Becky Johnen as a presenter at one of the workshops (which everyone raved about 
afterwards!) and by Haddie Weber providing fine musical selections at the Saturday luncheon. A total 
of 7 chapter members attended, and I think any one of them would agree that it was an interesting and 
successful time! We met with other chapters in the region to explore having joint events towards 
increasing membership and inter-chapter relationships.   
 So, if you have not been attending, you can see that there has been a lot going on at DKG! 
Please consider how you can arrange to attend so you can enjoy the diverse information and 
fellowship with other outstanding women educators! We would love to see you! If you need 
something with which we can help to get you to be able to attend, please let me know! See you this 
year 
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Initiation of new members 

  “The Tea Lady “ 
      Diane  Stoughton

             from Gryphon’s Tea

             in Lawerenceville, PA



ALPHA PHI STRATEGICALLY PLANS FOR ITS FUTURE 
Becky Johnen, Strategic Action Plan Facilitator 

 Our chapter was recognized at this year’s State Convention for the successful completion of its 
Strategic Action Plan (SAP).  Developed with input from members at meetings from September 
through November 2014, the plan becomes the roadmap for our Chapter’s future.  While International 
wanted each chapter to have a plan, it was up to us to decide what the specifics of the plan would 
entail. 

 The Chapter used an issues-based model to develop its plan.  Following an exercise that 
identified the Chapter’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, six areas on which to focus 
came to the forefront:  membership, marketing, communications and technology, programming, 
community outreach, and finance.  Each area of focus has a specific goal, a set of objectives to help 
reach that goal, and a variety of activities to achieve that goal. 

 The following chart provides a summary of the key areas of the plan:  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GOAL # of OBJECTIVES # of ACTIVITIES

Membership Stimulate and increase 
chapter vitality and 
sustainability

3 14

Marketing Increase visibility of the 
Chapter

4 11

Communications and 
Technology

Improve communication 
and access to information

4 7

Programming Provide programs that 
stimulate personal and 
professional growth of 
members

4 7

Community Outreach Promote activities and 
projects that develop a 
strong sense of social 
responsibility and civic 
awareness

4 7

Finance Ensure sufficient finances 
to support the Chapter’s 
activities

3 5



This plan covers the 2015-2017 biennium, but it will be reviewed and updated annually.  The work 
that was done by the membership which resulted in this plan ensures that the Chapter has a clear 
direction for the coming years. 
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Sue Stam is  presenting  to Jan Kusserow a 
Certificate for the completion of the 
Strategic Action Plan

Grant - in -Aid Recipient 

Ms.  Paige Recaldini from Clairton High School 
in Southwestern Pennsylvania was selected by the 
members of Alpha Phi  Chapter for $750.00 Grant 
–in- Aid.   
 The check was presented  at the high 
school’s annual honor assembly on May 22, 2015 
by Karen Vaccari and Mary Frances Archey.   
 Ms. Recaldini while in high school 
participated in the Community Service Challenge 
Program, was a member of the honors program, 
served as cheer leader,  supported the Expect 
Respect initiative, and was secretary of the senior 
class.  She plans to earn a degree in elementary 
education from Chatham University.

                    Luncheon Reservation Changes  
 Due to the ever-increasing costs, it is necessary 
to raise the luncheon cost to $ 22.00.  Also there is a 
need to  make a few changes to our luncheon menu 
selections. We would like to accommodate any special 
dietary needs of our members as much as possible, so 
if you have any specific dietary requirements, please 
discuss them with Donna Shultz in advance of the 
reservations so that the options may be explored.  
 With a small group such as ours, we will have 
only 2 options for the luncheon selection; we can no 
longer offer a third option of pasta primavera on a 
regular basis. Also, the selection for dessert will be  ice 
cream sundaes.   
 Our meals include a soup,  entrée, dessert and 
all beverages. We have priced similar meals at other 
venues and have ascertained that this is a very 
reasonable value.  
 It is our hope that you will enjoy the luncheon 
time to socialize with your DKG sisters! 

Mark your Calendar 

All meetings are held at the Youghiogheny 
Country Club . 

Meetings begin at 10:00 am 

                  September  12,  2015 
        October        3,  2015  
        November   21, 2015 
                  March            5,  2016 
                  April               9, 2016 
                  May              14, 2016 
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WORKING TOWARD A CALMER YOU SESSION OFFERED AT THE STATE 
CONVENTION 

Chapter member Becky Johnen presented a workshop on stress management at this year’s state 
convention.  Managing stress is all about taking charge: of your thoughts, emotions, schedule, 
and the way you deal with problems. With practice, you can learn to spot stressors and stay in 
control when the pressure builds.  The ability to relax is important in effectively managing 
stress.  Without the ability to relax, chronic stress can lead to burnout, irritability, depression, 
medical problems, and more.  And, what can be more relaxing than sitting on a beach, 
reading?  Unfortunately, we can’t always get away to a beach when we want to relax.  The 
workshop engaged the 50 participants in two exercises and four activities designed to bring 
more understanding to what stress is, how to recognize one’s stress response (overexcited, 
under excited, or frozen), and how to unwind and relax (including how to match one’s stress 
response to a stress management strategy).  Eight stress management strategies were 
introduced with participants practicing six stress reduction/relaxation techniques.	  

CONVENTION FOCUS TABLE A SUCCESS 

Becky Johnen, author of the self-help book Facing the Sunshine and Avoiding the Shadows:   
Strategies to Stay Sane and Positive Amid Change, sold and autographed books at the 
convention, all proceeds going to whatever projects the Chapter chooses.  Seventeen books 
were sold for a donation totaling $170.00. 
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Fund Raisers 
  Alpha Phi will be selling the ENJOY 
Books  These books will be available after 
September 21st.. Cost is $ 30.00.  Make checks 
payable to Haddie Weber.  The profit from the 
sale of these books is for the general fund. 
 Esther’s candy will also be sold. Order 
forms will be available at the October meeting.  
The profit from the sale of Esther’s candy is for 
our Scholarship fund. 
 Yankee Candle Fundraising  information 
and catalogues will be at the September meeting. 

    Haddie Weber 
   PS.  Anyone interested in “Shop for the Cause “   
on August 29th at Macy’s please contact me at 412 
655 3469,   
        Donation is $ 5.00.  Chapter receives all funds 

DUES 

Dear Members, 

 The summer is fast coming to a close. It is  that time of the year to renew your membership 
in the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for the 2015-2016 year.  The dues remain the 
same as last year:  Active Members - $85.00 and Reserve Members - $40.00.   

    Please send your check to me made payable to :The Delta Kappa Gamma Society     

                      Donna L. Shultz  
                      994 Weigles Hill Road 
                 Elizabeth, PA 15037. 

    If you would prefer, you could give me the check at the September 12 or October 3 meeting, 

     It is imperative that I receive your check by Saturday, October 24 as  I must send our dues 
 to the state treasurer by the end of the cut-off date of October 31.  Your cooperation in this 
   manner will be greatly appreciated. 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at dlsbosslady@aol.com or         
(412) 384-7894. 

Sincerely, 

Donna L. Shultz, Treasurer

Donna being recognized at Convention for being

a member of Delta Kappa Gamma for 40 years.

mailto:dlsbosslady@aol.com
mailto:dlsbosslady@aol.com
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“Some Kodak Moments” 
from the Alpha Alpha State Convention 

June 2015



 

SISTERS OF DELTA KAPPA GAMMA 

IT’S TIME TO GATHER FOR A SPOT OF TEA! 

We are inviting all of our sisters from our DKG chapter to gather for a tea party 
for fellowship and food as summer draws to a close.  

WHEN: 12:30 PM ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2015 

WHERE: BELLA’S HOUSE OF TEA AND GIFTS 

  2822 SOUTH PARK ROAD 

  BETHEL PARK, PA 15102 

 LUNCH  includes soup, salad, entrée and dessert 

COST FOR LUNCH: $20 which includes tax and tip 

RSVP PLEASE TO: MARY ANNE BATTAGLIA 

  @ 412-719-7181 

  OR @ mab202@comcast.net by TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2015 

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO DELTA KAPPA GAMMA AND SENT  TO 
HADDIE WEBER OR DONNA SCHULTZ 

Please consider joining us for the festivities. It is a lovely setting to kick off our 
new year. 

If you have any questions, please call or write to me. 
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Alpha	  Phi	  Chapter	  	  
Announcing	  the	  next	  meeting	  on	  

Saturday,	  September	  12,	  2015	  	  
at	  10:00	  am	  

Youghiogheny	  Country	  Club	  

What	  I	  Learned	  in	  Life	  I	  Learned	  in	  Grandpap’s	  Garden	  
presented	  by	  

Dr.	  Robert	  L	  Furman	  

Please	  join	  us	  for	  the	  program	  	  
and	  luncheon!	  	  

Learning	  and	  fellowship	  together!	  	  
We	  love	  to	  see	  you!	  

	    
	  	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  •Hostesses:	  	  BJ	  Berich	  and	  Karen	  Vaccari•	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  •Inspirational	  Thought:	  	  Judy	  Bookhamer	  ~	  Favors	  :	  Jan	  Kusserow•	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  •Collection	  of	  monetary	  donations	  will	  be	  accepted	  for	  the	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bentworth	  Blessings	  in	  a	  Backpack	  Project•	  

Please	  make	  your	  reservation	  for	  the	  September	  12,	  2015	  meeting.	  Please	  send	  your	  
reservation	  and	  a	  $22.00	  check,	  payable	  to	  Delta	  Kappa	  Gamma,	  to:	  

Jean	  Gillis,	  316	  Jefferson	  Street,	  Export,	  PA	  15632.	  
Deadline	  for	  reservation	  is	  Thursday,	  September	  3,	  2015.	  	  

If	  you	  have	  any	  particular	  dietary	  needs,	  please	  contact	  Donna	  Shultz	  in	  advance	  for	  
arrangements.	  	  

Name:	  _____________________________________________	  

	   	   ________	  	  	  	  Chicken	  Salad	  Croissant	  Sandwich	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	   	   ________	  	  	  	  Turkey	  and	  Cheese	  Croissant	  Sandwich	   	  
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